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Abstract – Ecclitura primoris Kokujev, 1902, the sole European species of the genus Ecclitura 
Kokujev, 1902 (Hymenoptera: Braconidae: Euphorinae) is reported for the first time from 
Hungary, representing its northernmost record and first occurrence outside the Mediterranean 
area in Europe.
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INTRODUCTION

Ecclitura Kokujev, 1902 (Hymenoptera: Braconidae: Euphorinae) is a rarely 
collected genus with only two described species, which are known from the 
Palaearctic (Belokobylskij et al. 2013) and Neotropical (De Almeida 
2019) regions. Several undescribed species are known from India, Vietnam 
(Belokobylskij 2000), and from the USA (Shaw 1985). The genus is quite 
distinct within Euphorinae due to the absence of submarginal cell and RS+M 
vein of the fore wing, long scape and strongly converging eyes (Belokobylskij 
et al. 2013).

Ecclitura primoris Kokujev, 1902 was described from Turkmenistan and is 
known from Tajikistan, Iran, Azerbaijan, Russia (Dagestan), Turkey, Albania 
and Italy (Belokobylskij et al. 2013). In this paper, this species is reported for 
the first time from Hungary. This also represents the first record of the genus 
from the country.

The voucher specimen was collected by the second author in Hungary. 
Based on images posted on an identification group of Facebook (namely, 
“European Ichneumonoidea”) the first author identified the genus, then later, 
by receiving the specimen for identification, the species as well. The voucher 
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specimen was initially stored in ethanol (70%), then prepared according to 
the AXA method (van Achterberg 2009), and glued on a small cardpoint. 
Morphological terminology follows van Achterberg (1988). The photos of the 
voucher specimen were taken with a Keyence VHX-7000 camera, paired with an 
illumination dome as described in Kawada & Buffington (2016); post-image 
works were done with Adobe Photoshop. The voucher specimen is deposited in 
the Hungarian Natural History Museum, Budapest (HNHM).

 
 

RESULTS

 
Ecclitura primoris Kokujev, 1902 

(Figs 1–7)

Material examined – Hungary: Pest County, Kocsér, 47.004621, 19.917324, 
VIII.2022, leg. B. Magyar, one female.

Remarks – First record from Hungary, representing the northernmost  
record and first occurrence of the species outside the Mediterranean area in 
Europe. The voucher specimen fits well with the redescription of the species 
by Belokobylskij et al. (2013) based on specimens from Italy, Turkey and 
Turkmenistan. However, minor morphological differences and a significant 
difference in the COI region were observed in Italian and Iranian specimens, 
hence more research is required to clarify whether these differences reflect 
intraspecific variation or the presence of possible cryptic species (J. Stigenberg, 
personal communication). No host species of Ecclitura primoris has been known 
so far. Ecclitura species are attracted to light (Belokobylskij et al. 2013), 
similarly to several other species of Euphorinae (Stigenberg 2011).
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Figs 1–7. Ecclitura primoris Kokujev, 1902, 1 = habitus, scale bar = 0.5 mm, 2 = head, frontal 
view, 3 = head, dorsal view, 4 = antenna, 5 = mesoscutum, 6 = propodeum and first tergite,  

7 = wings (photos by Augustijn De Ketelaere)
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