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First record of Geocoris pallidipennis from Hungary
(Hemiptera: Geocoridae)
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Abstract — Adult individuals of Geocoris pallidipennis (Costa, 1843) were observed and collected
at the end of October 2019 and 2020 in Szdszvar (Baranya county), Hungary. They were found in
a drainage ditch in the village. This is the first Hungarian record of the species. With 2 figures.

Key words — distribution, Mecsek Mts, new record, true bugs

INTRODUCTION

Geocoris Fallén, 1814 is the largest genus of the lygaeoid family Geocoridae
(K6BOR et al. 2018). It contains about 120 species worldwide, with roughly
50 species known from the Palearctic region. Around 35 species occur in the
Mediterranean part of Europe. Geocoris pallidipennis (Costa, 1843) is distributed
in the Balkan Peninsula (ProTIC¢ 2001, 2011), Turkey, Iran, Arabian Peninsula
and in Central Asia (PERICART 1998). The hitherto known northernmost border
of its distribution and the localities closest to our area are Trieste (Italy) and the
Istrian Peninsula (Croatia), but a specimen labeled as “Bohemia” is known as well
(El6d Kondorosy, personal communication).

In the Hungarian fauna there were only six species from the genus
(KoNDOROSY 1999, 2005). The new finding raises the number of species known
to occur in Hungary to seven.

GEOCORIS PALLIDIPENNIS IN HUNGARY

The first adult individual of G. pallidipennis (Fig. 1) was observed on the
side of a street drainage ditch in Szdszvéar (Baranya county, Hungary, N 46.2802°,
E 18.3714°), on 26th October 2019. The author photographed and collected it
for further examination because of its unusual appearance. In March 2020 the
taken picture was found again during imagery sorting. The collected specimen
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dried out in the meantime but it was in good condition and was identified as
G. pallidipennis. Later on El6d Kondorosy confirmed the identification. The
specimen is in the author’s collection.

In 2020 the author searched for other specimens throughout the year
without success. On the 3rd and 4th October 2020 another six individuals were
found in the same location. Three specimens are in the author’s collection, while
one specimen each is deposited in the Hungarian Natural History Museum
(Budapest), in the Bakony Natural History Museum of the Hungarian Natural
History Museum (Zirc) and in the Janus Pannonius Museum (Pécs).

Fig. 1. The first individual of Geocoris pallidipennis Costa, 1843 from Szdszvar, Baranya county,
Hungary (photo by Zoltdn Nagy)
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DISCUSSION

The origin of the first specimen is unknown. A theory suggested that it
was due to transportation from a Mediterranean country, but the further alive
bugs presume that a viable population should exist there. The area is home to a
stable population of the common Geocoris ater (Fabricius, 1787), G. pallidipennis
individuals were found and collected from the company of them. The appearance
of the new species may not cause any ecological harm, it might fit in the fauna and
be a part of the biological pest control as well. Further monitoring of its presence
will be continued. The author made a coloured pencil illustration based on the
first specimen (Fig. 2).

Proposed Hungarian name of G. pallidipennis: fakészarnyt nagyszemii-

bodobics.

Fig. 2. Coloured pencil illustration, based on the first individual (drawing by Zoltdn Nagy)
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